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Fi r s t l y  I  m u s t  apo l o g i z e  fo r  m y  

ta r d i n e s s  in  k e e p i n g  yo u  up  to  da t e  w i t h  th e  
ne w s .  F r o m  th e  la s t  ne w s l e t t e r  I  in t i m a t e d  
t h a t  t h i n g s  w e r e  be c o m i n g  d i f f i c u l t  i n  th e  
cu r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  th a t  se e m s  to  ha v e  
en g u l f e d  th e  wo r l d  l e t  a l o n e  th e  UK.  As  a  
sm a l l  bu s i n e s s  we  a r e  no t  im m u n e  to  t h e  
ha r d  t i m e s .  Fo r  th o s e  o f  yo u  th a t  v i s i t  t h e  
sh o p  on  a  r e g u l a r  ba s i s  an d  ge t  so m e  
se m b l a n c e  of  a  con v e r s a t i o n  f r o m  m e  yo u  
w i l l  k n o w  th a t  o f  t h e  t w o  s i d e s  of  ou r  
bu s i n e s s ,  w h o l e s a l e  an d  r e t a i l ,  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  
s i d e  ha s  ta k e n  a  ma s s i v e  do w n t u r n  in  t r a d e  
ca u s i n g  ex t r e m e  me a s u r e s  to  be  ta k e n .  
Cou p l e d  w i t h  su b s t a n t i a l  bu s i n e s s  r a t e  r i s e s  
an d  ge n e r a l  in c r e a s e s  ac r o s s  t h e  boa r d  in  
p r o d u c t s  w e  ha d  to  f i n d  a  so l u t i o n .  

We  ha d  t w o  cho i c e s!  Fo l d  t h e  bu s i n e s s  
an d  l e a v e  Sou t h f i e l d s  o r  t r y  an d  sa l v a g e  w h a t  
w e  ha v e .  Of  t h e  t w o  t h e  la t t e r  wa s  a l w a y s  
go i n g  to  be  ou r  p r e f e r r e d  cho i c e .  Du e  to  t h e  
am o u n t  o f  t i m e  e f f o r t  an d  ex p e n s e  w e  ha d  pu t  
in t o  th e  ve n t u r e  an d  a l s o  th e  su p p o r t  th a t  we  
ha v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  lo c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  Gl a d  to  
sa y  t h a t  w e  ha v e  ma n a g e d  to  se c u r e  a  spo t  
an d  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  bu s i n e s s  to25 3 a  
W i m b l e d o n  Pa r k  Roa d .  Fo r  th o s e  of  yo u  t h a t  
k n o w  th e  a r e a  yo u  w i l l  k n o w  th a t  i t  is  th e  
ma i n  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  Re p l i n g h a m  
Roa d/A u g u s t u s  Roa d .  We  a r e  s i t u a t e d  
op p o s i t e  t h e  Na t  We s t  Ba n k  in  be t w e e n  
Ru b i n o s  Caf é  an d  Th e  Or i g i n a l  F i s h  &  Ch i p  Co.  

Th e  sh o p  is  op e n  f r o n t e d  an d  t h e  
d i s p l a y  is  t h e r e  fo r  a l l  to  se e .  Th e  p r e m i s e s  
a l t h o u g h  sm a l l e r  w i l l  s t i l l  be  ab l e  to  co p e  
w i t h  ou r  cu s t o m e r s  de m a n d s .  We  a r e  ho p i n g  
t h a t  t h e  cha n g e  of  s i t e  w i l l  b r i n g  w i t h  i t  a  
r a i s e d  p r o f i l e  in  So u t h f i e l d s  an d  ne w  
cu s t o m e r s  to  Th e  Fi s h  Pe d d l a r .  Th e  r a n g e  o f  
f i s h  w i l l  s t a y  as  f r e s h  an d  w i d e  as  i t  ev e r  wa s .  

Th e r e  ha s  a l s o  in  co n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  th e  
Sou t h f i e l d s  Gr i d  Re s i d e n t s  As s o c i a t i o n ,  be e n  
de v e l o p m e n t s  in  a r r a n g i n g  a  bo d y  o f  t r a d e r s  
to  ov e r s e e  th e  go o d  he a l t h  o f  So u t h f i e l d s .  
Th i s  m a y  in v o l v e  fu t u r e  ev e n t s  in  th e  a r e a ,  
an y  is s u e s  t h a t  ne e d  to  be  ta k e n  up  w i t h  
au t h o r i t i e s ,  i.e.  co u n c i l s ;  po l i c e  e t c  ca n  be  
do n e  en  ma s s  as  op p o s e d  to  s i n g l e  vo i c e s .  I  
pe r s o n a l l y  th i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is  a  go o d  t h i n g  an d  
can  on l y  be n e f i t  w h a t  is  a l r e a d y  a  go o d  a r e a  
to  l i v e  an d  sh o p  in.  Lo c a l  sh o p s  ne e d  th e  
su p p o r t  an d  fe e d b a c k  of  lo c a l  r e s i d e n c e  in  
o r d e r  to  su r v i v e  an d  t h r i v e .  Do n ’ t  be  af r a i d  to  
vo i c e  yo u r  op i n i o n  to  t r a d e r s  o r  as k  t h e m  fo r  
p r o d u c t s  th a t  yo u  do n ’ t  se e m  to  be  ab l e  to  
so u r c e  lo c a l l y .  In  so m e  cas e s  yo u  ma y  be  
su r p r i s e d .  A l l  i t  co s t s  is  a  qu e s t i o n .  
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A l l  th a t  ne w s  ha s  so m e w h a t  cu t  m y  spa c e  
do w n .  St i l l  no  s i g n  o f  t h e  r e d  m u l l e t  o r  Jo h n  
Do r y  t h a t  sh o u l d  be  l i n i n g  ou r  sh o r e s  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  of  ye a r .  Th e r e  a r e  ho w e v e r ,  p l e n t y  o f  
sa r d i n e s  an d  ma c k e r e l  to  k e e p  yo u  om e g a  3  
le v e l s  up.  F l a t  f i s h  l i k e  p l a i c e  an d  le m o n  so l e  
a r e  go o d  no w  a l o n g  w i t h  th e  mo r e  ex p e n s i v e  
tu r b o t  an d  b r i l l .  W i l d  sea  ba s s  a r e  p l e n t i f u l  
to o  an d  fo r  t h e  co n n o i s s e u r  w i l d  A t l a n t i c  
sa l m o n  ha s  en t e r e d  ou r  wa t e r s ,  no t  che a p  bu t  
wo r t h  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .   Fo r  t h e  ba r b e q u e !  
Sw o r d f i s h ,  m o n k f i s h  an d  sna p p e r  f i l l e t s .  Ra w  
t i g e r  p r a w n s  an d  sca l l o p s  an d  m y  fa v o u r i t e  
on  th e  ou t d o o r  g r i l l  a  n i c e  ch u n k y  ha l i b u t  
s t e a k ,  t h e  ju i c y  w h i t e  f l e s h  b r i n g  
co m p l i m e n t e d  by  t h a t  lo v e l y  cha r  g r i l l  
f l a v o u r
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